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ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS ANNOUNCES ELECTION OF NEW ROYAL ACADEMICIANS 

 

At a recent General Assembly, the Royal Academy elected Bob and Roberta Smith and Wolfgang 

Tillmans as Royal Academicians in the category of painting. 

 

Bob and Roberta Smith (born in 1963, London) 

Category of Membership: Painting 

 

Bob and Roberta Smith is the pseudonym of the artist Patrick Brill. He studied Fine Art at the 

University of Reading (1981–5) and received an MFA at Goldsmiths’ College (1991–3).  

 

In 1989–90, whilst living in New York, the artist began to produce a variety of work, from paintings to 

Super 8 films and performances. Around this time he also adopted the pseudonym Bob and Roberta 

Smith. In Smith’s recent work he paints slogans in a brightly coloured lettering style on banners and 

discarded boards of wood. The slogans are usually humorous musings on art, politics, popular 

culture, Britain and the rest of the world. Bob and Roberta Smith sees art as an important element in 

democratic life and his works often support activist campaigns, such as his 2002 amnesty on bad art 

at Perogi Gallery, New York.  

 

In November 2013, Smith organised the inaugural Arty Party Conference in Scarborough. Not 

aligned with any political party, the aim was to “celebrate art and artists and act as a forum for 

debating the future of the arts in today’s climate of spending cuts and changes to the education 

system.” Smith also makes sculptures in cement, performs music with 'The Ken Ardley Playboys', 

and hosts the radio show 'Make Your Own Damn Music'. 

 

Wolfgang Tillmans (born in 1968, Remscheid, Germany) 

Category of Membership: Painting 

 

Wolfgang Tillmans is an artist based in London and Berlin. From 1990-2 he studied at Bournemouth 

and Poole College of Art and in 2000 he became the first photographer and non-British artist to be 

awarded the Turner Prize. He is currently an Artist Trustee on the Board of Tate, London. 

Since 2006 he has run the non-profit exhibition space Between Bridges, which initially opened in 

London and is now located in Berlin. 

  

Tillmans came to prominence in the early 1990s for his influential portraits and scenarios depicting 

the youth culture that he was a part of. Tillmans has re-imagined how photographs might be 

exhibited and has developed an exhibition style that is non-hierarchical. By showing works of 

different materiality, both unframed and framed and vastly varying in scale, he makes each 

exhibition as a specific installation.  
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The political and aesthetic motivations for generating new types of imagery and ways of 

disseminating photographs has led Tillmans to create still lifes and to photograph people, 

contemporary landscapes and the natural world in equal measure. Through his investigations into 

abstract photography he has invented subtle pictures made without a camera that defy traditional 

media classification, resulting in the Silver, Lighter and Freischwimmer series. More recently he has 

pioneered the use of advanced lens based and digital printing technology in his Neue Welt analysis 

of our life and times. 

 

Notes to Editors: 

About the Royal Academy of Arts 

The Royal Academy of Arts was founded by King George III in 1768. It has a unique position in 

being an independent, privately funded institution led by eminent artists and architects whose 

purpose is to be a clear, strong voice for art and artists. Its public programme promotes the creation, 

enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts through exhibitions, education and debate. 

 

The Royal Academy of Arts is governed by 80 Royal Academicians who are all practising painters, 

sculptors, engravers, printmakers, draughtsmen and architects. On reaching the age of 75 they 

become Senior Academicians thus initiating vacancies for new Members.  Elections are held at 

regular meetings of the General Assembly, when new Members are voted in by existing RAs.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For public information please print: 020 7300 8000 or www.royalacademy.org.uk  

Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BD.  

 

For further press information, please contact the Royal Academy Press Office on tel: 020 

7300 5615, fax: 020 7300 8032 or email press.office@royalacademy.org.uk                             
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