
Engaging children with special 
educational needs in creative 
experiences and making art

Join the conversation
#WhyandHow2019

Royal Academy of Arts
Saturday 23 March
10am–6pm
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Why and How? 
Schedule

Time 

10am

10–10.30am

10.30–11.45am

12–1pm

1–2pm

2.15–3.15pm

3.30–4.30pm

4.30–5pm

5–5.45pm

Location

Burlington Gardens  
Front Hall 

Benjamin West Lecture 
Theatre

Space dependent on
chosen workshop - see 
map

Reynolds Room

Space dependent on
chosen workshop - see 
map

Space dependent on
chosen workshop - see 
map

Benjamin West Lecture 
Theatre

Activity

Registration 

Refreshments

Who is inclusion for, and what does the 
creative space have to offer inclusive 
practice? 
Keynote address by Joanna Grace

The benefits of laughter
Katie White

Pre-booked Workshop 1

Lunch 

Pre-booked Workshop 2

Pre-booked Workshop 3

Refreshments & networking

Reflecting and Reviewing
An open discussion with Paul Morrow,  
Claire Madge and Noel Hayden



Why and How 2019

Talks and 
discussions

Keynote address by  
Joanna Grace

Who is inclusion for, and what 
does the creative space have to 
offer inclusive practice? 

Joanna Grace, a specialist in sensory engagement 
and inclusion,  unpicks notions of inclusion based 
on pity and explore how we all find value in inclusive 
practice. She discusses how people can meet as 
equals in creative spaces like galleries and museums. 
Learn how, through thoughtful and creatively facilitated 
museum and gallery experiences, we can all reap the 
benefits of these spaces, regardless of ability, disability 
or neurodiversity.

The benefits of laughter 
Katie White
Before the conference workshops begin, join Katie 
White to learn how a good giggle can improve 
wellbeing, increase creativity, encourage spontaneous 
play and promote a feeling of connectedness. 
Experience first-hand the benefits of a good hearty 
laugh. Katie offers practical and playful laughter 
techniques that can be used and adapted for people 
with additional needs. 

Reflecting and Reviewing 
An open discussion with  
Paul Morrow, Claire Madge  
and Noel Hayden 
 
Artist educators Paul, Claire and Noel will be active 
attending the various talks and workshops throughout 
the day to share experiences, soak up conversations 
and tease out pertinent questions that arise. In this 
closing session, they’ll lead reflection and conversation 
around the key learnings and questions that have 
come out of this year’s Why & How?
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Fostering creativity 
workshop 
Joanna Grace 

In this workshop Joanna explores how 
to create rich and relevant sensory 
experiences before inviting you to have 
a go at a simple practical techniques that 
enhance creativity. Having boosted your 
creativity, end the session by embarking on 
a dynamic idea generation workshop.  

Supporting people with 
sensory processing 
difficulties (SPD) in your 
spaces and activities 
Becky Lyddon 

In this two-part session, begin by learning 
about sensory processing difficulties 
(SPD) and how to recognise specific 
sensory needs while experiencing 
immersive learning tools. Discuss your 
experiences of the RA’s galleries before 
creating a sensory map. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Making something, 
adding more: 
collaboration and 
partnership 
Andrew Omoding, Gemma 
Wright and Siobhan Stewart 

ActionSpace artist Andrew Omoding 
shares his experience of working as a 
lead artist on Camden Art Centre’s SEN 
schools programme. Andrew is joined 
by Gemma Wright (Head of Education, 
Camden Arts Centre) and Siobhan 
Stewart (Pastoral Care Coordinator, 
ActionSpace) who talk about the key 
elements of the SEN schools programme 
and the partnership between their 
organisations – focusing on the project’s 
development, its future and highlighting 
key successes and challenges. This 
discussion is followed by a collaborative 
materials-focused workshop, led by 
Andrew, introducing you to his unique style 
of creating sculptural forms.  

Thinking through doing 
Sarah Hall 

In this hands on workshop, make art 
inspired by the sculptures of Phyllida 
Barlow RA. Explore different ways of 
building 3D structures whilst discussing 
the value of sensory art for a range 
of makers. Think about different 
communication styles for people with 
profound and multiple learning disabilities 
(PMLD) and learn practical ways of 
introducing and concluding sessions 
involving creative engagement.

Workshops

For presenters’ biographies, please visit 
roy.ac/whyandhow19   

For more information on SEN schools and 
family programmes at the RA, please visit
royalacademy.org.uk/access-at-the-ra



h
g

abfe

ijk i

j
k

l
h

l

l

l

l

ba
f

e

l

Clore  
Learning Centre

Burlington Gardens entrance
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Wolfson British 
Academy Room

Piccadilly entrance

Ground floor

All the workshops run at the following times
12–1pm | 2.15–3.15pm | 3.30–4.30pm

Please only attend the sessions you have pre-booked.

Fostering creativity workshop
Joanna Grace

Supporting people with 
sensory processing difficulties 
(SPD) in your spaces and 
activities
Becky Lyddon

Making something, adding 
more: collaboration and 
partnership
Andrew Omoding, Gemma Wright 
and Siobhan Stewart

Thinking through doing
Sarah Hall 

The Blavatnik Salon The Wolfson British Academy 
Room & The Collection Gallery

The General Assembly Room The Clore Learning Centre
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Collection
Gallery

The Benjamin West 
Lecture Theatre

The Blavatnik Salon

First floor

General 
Assembly  
Room

Reynolds Room

Burlington Gardens

Piccadilly

All the workshops run at the following times
12–1pm | 2.15–3.15pm | 3.30–4.30pm

Please only attend the sessions you have pre-booked.

Fostering creativity workshop
Joanna Grace

Supporting people with 
sensory processing difficulties 
(SPD) in your spaces and 
activities
Becky Lyddon

Making something, adding 
more: collaboration and 
partnership
Andrew Omoding, Gemma Wright 
and Siobhan Stewart

Thinking through doing
Sarah Hall 

The Blavatnik Salon The Wolfson British Academy 
Room & The Collection Gallery

The General Assembly Room The Clore Learning Centre


